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Hello fellow Advanced Drivers. 
I hope this newsletter finds you well and keeping safe.  Hopefully, too, most of us will 

have had at least one vaccination, if not, two!  Dare we now think of brighter times? 

We held our AGM on 20th May with an online Zoom meeting.  Sadly few of you 

attended but we were still able to conclude business.  The AGM was meant to have been back in late 

2020/early 2021 but we hoped that by delaying to May we might have been able to meet face to face again. 

Sadly we couldn’t, and we held the meeting online.  The IAM guidance handbook allows groups to delay 

their AGM by up to 18 months from the previous one in exceptional circumstances and May was the latest 

we could hold off.   

As there were no nominations from the membership for the elected roles (Chair, Secretary and Treasurer) 

the current incumbents were asked to re-stand.  We were duly voted back in to our posts (although the 

Secretary will only be in post until the next AGM).  Other committee posts were appointed to willing 

returning members (again no new volunteers came forward by the closing date of the nomination period).  

We plan to hold our next AGM back in the usual slot of December 2021 or January 2022, in line with the 

group’s financial year, so that we return back to our normal cycle, therefore, don’t be surprised when we 

come back announcing the next AGM! 

We had several committee members stepping down on this occasion and I’d like to thank them all for their 

contributions to the work of the committee over recent years.  All have indicated they will remain part of the 

Group.  The new committee is listed later in this newsletter.  

At the AGM we announced the new-look Group website (www.cardiffiam.co.uk).  Thanks to Kevin, our 

webmaster, who has diligently redesigned the site and brought it up to date.  You will see it has the look and 

feel of the IAM RoadSmart website so we now look much more part of IAM Roadsmart.  I encourage you to 

take a look around the site as I’m sure you’ll find new information.  Also, in time, we hope to provide a 

training section to the website with online tutorials and courses.  These will be aimed at Associates but will 

be open to all.  Kevin is still working on these so they are not live just yet, but watch this space. 

I am hoping we might be able to meet again as a Group in September.  I know this seems a while off, but 

with our June meeting planned to be an online meeting with the British Motor Museum and our customary 

break in July and August, this means September is our likely return to face-to-face meetings (restrictions 

permitting).  Let’s keep everything crossed! 

Finally, I note with some dismay that the Welsh Government, in its infinite wisdom (is that what you call it? – 

Ed.), has decided to press ahead with the blanket 20mph zones replacing most 30mph areas.  This, I think, is 

due in 2023.  I really can’t fathom this.  It’s the most broken speed limit in existence and simply frustrates 

people.  I am all for 20mph where it’s needed, but all built up areas?  Really?  It will do nothing to aid 

environmental pollution.  Most internal combustion engine vehicles (the majority of vehicles on the road) 

will now need to use a much lower gear than they would at 30mph, particularly with most newer vehicles 

having smaller capacity engines powering ever larger cars.  I suspect many will have to choose 2nd gear to 

http://www.cardiffiam.co.uk/
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maintain 20mph.  This increases the revs slightly and will increase emissions.  Multiply this across the vehicle 

population and bang goes the clean air targets!  It seems counterintuitive to me. 

Anyway, enough of my meanderings.  I hope you enjoy this newsletter. 

Best regards,  

 

 
 

 
What’s on? 
Following the June meeting with the British Motor Museum online presentation entitled, “The Evolution of 
the British Motor Industry”, at which only 12 members attended, the group will not be organising any 
meetings until September, when it is hoped that we can revert to meetings at Lisvane Memorial Hall again. 

 

Who is on the committee? 
Following the recent AGM, as mentioned by Chairman Jonathan, above, there have been some changes to 
the IAM Cardiff Group committee.  Contact details (changes are in red) are as follows: 
 
Chair: Jonathan Coldman, chair@cardiffiam.co.uk 
Vice chair: Kevin Roberts: vicechair@cardiffiam.co.uk 
Treasurer: Ed Griffith, treasurer@cardiffiam.co.uk  
Secretary: Jazz Roberts, secretary@cardiffiam.co.uk 
Chief Observer: Steve Brennan, chiefobserver@cardiffiam.co.uk 
Membership: Rick Gratton, membership@cardiffiam.co.uk  
Newsletter Editor: Ed Griffith, newsletter@cardiffiam.co.uk 
Webmaster: Kevin Roberts, website@cardiffiam.co.uk 
GDPR Data Manager: Kevin Roberts, GDPR@cardiffiam.co.uk 
Group Liaison Officer: Barri Williams, LO@cardiffiam.co.uk 
Gift Aid: George Grant, giftaid@cardiffiam.co.uk 
Social Media Officers: Dee Bolt & Rick Gratton, socialmediaofficer@cardiffiam.co.uk 
 
Events will be organised by collective committee action in future.  If you have any suggestions for an 
event, please contact any committee member with details. 

     
  

     Join us on Facebook 
Our Facebook page is an excellent way to keep up to date on what’s on within the Group.  Find us as Cardiff 
IAM. 

 
Website  
www.cardiffiam.co.uk  
As Chairman Jonathan mentioned in his introduction, Kevin has done a complete revamp of the group 
website.  The new training modules will be available to try soon and you will be advised as to access 
requirements.  Also, look out for updated information on future activities of the group. 
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mailto:GDPR@cardiffiam.co.uk
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mailto:giftaid@cardiffiam.co.uk
mailto:socialmediaofficer@cardiffiam.co.uk
http://www.cardiffiam.co.uk/


 

 3 

From the Chief Observer 
“It is still difficult to provide any real clarity on restarting associate training.  The latest Welsh Government 

advice and guidance still prohibits 'car sharing' and while IAM RoadSmart are currently turning a blind eye to 

this and believe that peer reviews can re-start, this is contrary to Welsh Government rules.  We will have to 

await more definitive statements in due course. 

“ADIs and DVSA tests are currently permitted but not 'car sharing' to avoid the spread of Covid.  (Presumably 

this is because ADIs and Examiners do this for their work or business, whereas IAM RS Observers are 

volunteers, so not on furlough… seems more political than medical to me! – Ed.)  The only thing I can say with 

certainty is that we are still unable to resume Associate training and still do not have a date when this may 

re-start. 

“It's all still as clear as mud but with recent concerns by the Welsh Government on pockets of the Indian 

variant appearing in Wales I am not anticipating any relaxation of the current rules; we'll have to wait and 

see.” 

He goes on to give advice to Observers and Associates:  
“Once we are able to resume observing please be aware that the IAM RS expectation is that Associate 
training should complete within 6 months; Associates at the end of their one year term who haven’t reached 
the test-ready stage should not continue with additional training unless there are exceptional circumstances. 
  
“Some reminders on meeting Associates when we are able to resume:  It is preferable to meet Associates at 
public locations such as supermarket car parks etc.  Do not invite Associates into your homes; this has always 
been in breach of the IAM RS rules and is of vital importance during the COVID pandemic.  Do not under any 
circumstances meet Associates outside their own homes. 
 
 “Rapid lateral flow Covid-19 tests are available locally for free collection (these are currently recommended 
for Observers by IAM RS)”  (Copy and paste the link below for more information, - Ed.) 

  
https://gov.wales/get-rapid-lateral-flow-covid-19-tests-if-you-do-not-have-symptoms 
 

 

From the Editor 

If any Observers joined in the IAM RS 
“Coaching Skills” webinar by Lloyd 
Jones on 25 May, you will remember 
that he recommended a book by Ian 
Edwards entitled, “Can Drivers Really 
Teach Themselves?”  Although he 
thought it was out of print, I managed 
to obtain a copy from the Driving 
Instructors Association (DIA), priced 
£12.99 plus £4 carriage.  However, it 
came with a free pack of question 
cards, primarily aimed at learner drivers 
swotting to pass the theory test, but 
equally useful for Observers to keep in their glove-box to fire at their Associates before the advanced test. 

https://gov.wales/get-rapid-lateral-flow-covid-19-tests-if-you-do-not-have-symptoms
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I have started to read the book and find it fascinating, with useful suggestions on how to get your Associate 
to retain and embed their newfound skills in their daily driving activities.  The question cards also require 
some thought and the answers are not all straight out of the Highway Code book.  I recommend them both 
to Observers. 

In the notes from the Chief Observer, above, Steve referred to the IAM RS recommendation for Observers to 
take a Covid-19 Rapid Antigen Test (or Lateral Flow Test) before going out on observed runs.  I followed the 
link he gave to the Welsh Government web site and ordered a kit online (they can be obtained from local 

distribution points, locations of which are also given on 
this web site).  The kit arrived by Royal Mail on the 
following morning and appears to be quite 
straightforward to use.  There are 7 tests in each kit.  A 7 
minute video can be seen on the Welsh Government’s 
web site, which shows the procedure to be adopted, 
and again, is quite straightforward to follow (if you can 
ignore the presenter’s constantly waving arms!).  
Perhaps we should all avail ourselves of these kits for 
use before sharing cars. 

 

 

Electric Vehicles… in Winter 

A friend of mine 
recently sent me an e-
mail with the heading 
“Snow, Traffic Jams & 
Electric Cars”.  It was 
clearly something 
which had been put 
together in America as 
the photo had traffic 
driving on the right.  I 
have reversed the 
photo on the left to 
make it look more 
relevant to UK drivers, 
but I think the issues 
might be the same.   

We have all seen the typically British response to a few inches of snow… chaos on the roads and railways.  It 
would seem that it’s no different in the USA.  Take a look at the photo above… and now consider what would 
happen if this traffic jam lasted all night and that all the vehicles were electric powered: 

* Drivers would have the heaters in their vehicles switched on; 

* Batteries would run flat, leading to no more heating; 

* Emergency services would not be able to attend anyone who might be taken ill as they wouldn’t be able to 
negotiate blocked roads; 

* When the roads become unblocked, no-one could move, as they all have flat batteries; 

* How do you recharge batteries in vehicles stuck in traffic jams?  You can’t take a spare can of amps!   

ABOVE: Covid-19 Rapid Antigen Test kit contents 
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* And how long would it take to provide enough electricity to recharge all the batteries; 

* These problems could be similar in the lemming-like rush to the coast or beauty spots in summer; 

* And finally, pardon my ignorance, but can you tow an EV that has no power? 

Sometimes, I think we might have too much technology for our own good!  (See my previous Newsletter 
comments on heater controls in cars.) 

What do you think?  Comments are invited and welcome… 

 

Letters to the Editor 

Disappointingly, yet again, no-one has submitted any letters, e-mails or texts for consideration for the 
Newsletter.  I cannot believe that in the last 12 months, not one of you has experienced frustration, 
annoyance, pleasure or other emotion whilst driving your vehicles.  As proclaimed advanced drivers, I would 
have thought you would be keeping abreast of developments in the road transport world, and might have an 
opinion on the way things are developing.  Examples might be: 
 
* The proposals to amend the Highway Code to make drivers of the vehicles which could do the most harm 
in an accident bear the brunt of the responsibility for safety on the roads; 
* The Welsh Government’s stated intention to reduce speed limits in built-up (residential) areas to 20 mph 
from the current 30 mph in 2023, alluded to above by Chairman Jonathan; 
* The Welsh Language Act’s requirement for all official road signs to be in Welsh first, then English, meaning 
that non-Welsh-speakers often have to scan through several lines of unintelligible script before they can 
read any safety-related information in a language which they can understand. 
* The appearance of illegal e-scooters on our roads and pavements, ridden by youngsters who have had no 
training, lack even basic personal protective equipment  and who cause havoc amongst road and pavement 
users.  It is highly likely that e-scooters will be allowed for use on roads and other public places in the future. 
 
Therefore, I can only assume that the lack of correspondence is due to complete apathy amongst the 
readership.  This means that I have become the author, not the editor of the Newsletter… not a role I 
envisaged when I took on the job.  Even my plea for you to send photos of your cars attracted not one 
response.  I repeat the request here, in case you didn’t read that far down the previous Newsletter: 
Most of us are car enthusiasts, otherwise, we probably wouldn’t have bothered to take our advanced 
driving tests.  And I’m equally sure you all have, or have had cars of which you were particularly fond.  So, 
PLEASE send in photos of your favourite cars you have owned, with a few sentences about why you liked 
them so much and anything you didn’t like about them.  I’d like to make this a regular feature of future 
Newsletters, so if I have a good response from you, please don’t be offended if your car is not in the next 
issue.  It will be in one of the following ones.   

But a further request… please ensure that the photos you send are good quality and high definition, and 
send them to me via: https://wetransfer.com/  at the newsletter@cardiffiam.co.uk  address. 

The Effects of Member-Apathy 

Member apathy seems to be a constant frustration for us on the committee.  It seems that whatever 
we do we are struggling to engage with you, our members.  
 
It has been very disappointing that members have not joined us for the AGM or the British Motor 
Museum online tour recently, but also other presentations we have provided through the lockdowns. 
The committee work hard to try to put on a varied calendar of presentations which is made even more 
difficult in the current environment.  The British Motor Museum tour was very interesting and was 

https://wetransfer.com/
mailto:newsletter@cardiffiam.co.uk
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provided purely for Cardiff IAM and cost us £60 as payment to the museum, so it was disheartening 
that so few members joined in.  

The recent AGM saw no new faces looking to join the committee either.  Indeed, IAM RoadSmart rules 
required that the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer stand down and be replaced at this AGM, but 
there was not one nomination from members to take any of their places or requesting to take on 
other appointed committee positions, resulting in these officers being asked to continue in their roles. 
 With over 100 members of Cardiff IAM RoadSmart on the books, it is amazing so few are prepared to 
get involved in the group’s activities either by joining the committee in vital roles, or joining our 
online meetings, or submitting pictures, articles or letters for the Newsletter.   

Please be aware that the Cardiff Group will have to be wound up if any of the elected committee 
posts are not filled at our next AGM (Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer).  We have notification that 
the Secretary will be stepping down at the next AGM.  IAM RoadSmart requires these roles to be filled 
and the group cannot function otherwise.   Please consider supporting us in whatever way you can. 
We’d love to hear what you’d like us to do to get you more engaged and helping us improve road 
safety.    

 

And Finally… 

Little Johnny and his family were having Sunday lunch at his Grandmother's house.  Everyone was 

seated around the table as the food was being served. 

When Little Johnny received his plate, he started eating right away. 

"Johnny! Please wait until we say our prayer!” said his mother. 

"I don't need to." the boy replied.   

"Of course, you do," his mother insisted, "We always say a prayer before eating at our house." 

"That's at our house." Johnny explained. "But this is Grandma's house, and she knows how to cook!                   
 

                                  
                                   
 
Enjoy! 
 
Remember: Regular naps prevent old age, especially if you take them while driving… 

UNTIL THE NEXT TIME… 


