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Hello fellow Advanced Drivers. 
Here we are again, still in lockdown and still frustrated we can’t enjoy the open road 
and our driving.  I know I am desperate to get my classic car out again not having seen it 
since I locked it away in September!  Perhaps there is some light at the end of the 
tunnel with vaccinations and infection rates reducing – we can but hope.  

 
Over the winter we have had a couple of online group presentations which were well attended and it was 
great to see members again.  We have a few other presentations coming together, so please consider joining 
us when we send out the e-mail notifications.  

I know our Chief Observer is still working out how best to run some training sessions for our Associates to 
help you learn more about some IAM RoadSmart driving techniques and principles without needing to go 
out for an observed run.  Hopefully we can schedule one or two of these and you can learn the theory before 
going out with an observer later this year.  Keep an eye open for e-mail notification. 

As I mentioned in the last newsletter, we will hold our AGM on 20th May 2021.  Nomination forms for 
committee positions will be sent out soon and I really do encourage you to step forward.  All elected roles – 
Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary and Treasurer – must step down and be filled by AGM elections.  If you want to 
nominate yourself for one of these roles please come forward.  The incumbents will not be offended if you 
fancy stepping in to a role!  Critically we need to find a Group Secretary as Jazz has indicated she wishes to 
step aside.  Feel free to e-mail me if you want to know more about any position or to express interest 
(chair@cardiffiam.co.uk).  

I have been lucky enough to add some miles on my car over the lockdown as I bubble with my mother over 
in South Buckinghamshire.  This has meant a few luxurious trips along the M4.  I say ‘luxurious’ as the 
journeys have been rather traffic free and they have been rather pleasant drives (although it is still amazing 
who actually is on the road just now – even locally here in Cardiff and surrounding areas), and the trips have 
been much less fraught than they have been in normal times.  Not sure I will see such quiet motorways after 
lockdown ends so I enjoyed the space this provided!  

One thing I have noticed, and this stands out much more so with the light traffic on the motorway, is the 
middle-lane hoggers. I know I’ve mentioned this before in one of my previous ramblings, but I am staggered 
how many drivers insist on driving in the middle lane, even when there is nothing for miles ahead on the 
inside lane.  Even pulling across from outside lane to inside lane once my overtake has been done doesn’t 
seem to jog their attention to move back.  I remain very frustrated by these inconsiderate people.   

Another thing that irks me, is driving with ear bud headphones firmly planted in the driver’s ears listening to 
some music or audio.  Why?  Most modern cars will Bluetooth or plug into a USB jack and play audio through 
the car stereo.  It seems quite dangerous to me that someone could be oblivious to external noises, which 
they must surely be (there’s no way of knowing how loud their music/audio is in their ears). 

On that note, I’ll sign off and hope you enjoy this issue of the newsletter.  I hope to see you at our 
forthcoming online meetings soon.  

Best regards,  

 

mailto:chair@cardiffiam.co.uk
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What’s on? 
Unfortunately, due to restrictions on social gatherings and social isolation policies, Cardiff IAM RoadSmart 
has had to cancel all meetings for the time being.  Please continue to check the group web site for 
information updates and online meetings, and we hope we can resume our live meetings by the AGM in 
May. 

In the meantime, Chairman Jonathan has reported on a recent online presentation as follows: 

“Our most recent group presentation was held on 4th March via a Zoom meeting where we heard the 

inspiring story of Vanessa Ruck, a.k.a. The Girl on a Bike.  

Vanessa was cycling to work one day in 2014 when a car jumped a red light and ploughed into her on her 

bicycle, leaving her with many injuries on her shoulder and hip.  This set off a chain of operations to try 

and repair her hip and shoulder with various reconstructive surgeries (seven to date).  Prior to the 

accident, Vanessa was a real adrenalin junkie – loving all high risk sports and was at a peak of fitness.  But 

following the accident her life changed with a succession of operations, some deep lows and mental 

anguish and long stretches of physiotherapy.  Whilst on honeymoon in the USA she and her husband 

rented Harley Davidsons and this triggered her love of motorcycling.  She found that Harleys were easier 

to ride than it was for her to be in a car, given her body reconstruction around her hip.  Her love for 

motorcycles soon developed into off-roading bikes and she found that, despite all the body restrictions, 

she could cope with riding motorcycles.  She now takes part in enduro events tackling some extreme 

terrains, so she has now found a new type of adrenalin rush!  Photos may be seen at: 

https://1drv.ms/u/s!AvCZr5wqn8FCheIbz0Hyvfs2mvgJLw?e=Dft93a copyright Vanessa Ruck. 

The presentation was very well received by those who attended and you may wish to link to her on all the 

usual social media channels. Her website is www.thegirlonabike.com.” 

Who is on the committee? 
The IAM Cardiff Group committee members are: 
Chair: Jonathan Coldman, chair@cardiffiam.co.uk 
Vice chair and website: Kevin Roberts: vicechair@cardiffiam.co.uk 
Chief Observer: Steve Brennan, chiefobserver@cardiffiam.co.uk 
Treasurer: Ed Griffith, treasurer@cardiffiam.co.uk  
Secretary: Jazz Roberts, secretary@cardiffiam.co.uk 
Membership: Rick Gratton, membership@cardiffiam.co.uk  
Newsletter Editor: Ed Griffith, newsletter@cardiffiam.co.uk 
Events Officer: Phil Freegard, events@cardiffiam.co.uk 
Other committee members: Bob Natton, Viv Edwards, Barri Williams, George Grant, Dee Bolt, Graham 
Booth. 

Join us on Facebook 
Our Facebook page is an excellent way to keep up to date on what’s on within the Group.  Find us as Cardiff 
IAM. 

Website  
www.cardiffiam.co.uk  
Our website continues to grow and offers another place to find out what’s on and learn more about Cardiff 
IAM and IAM RoadSmart. 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F1drv.ms%2Fu%2Fs!AvCZr5wqn8FCheIbz0Hyvfs2mvgJLw%3Fe%3DDft93a&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cca7f5505583d428d90f008d8de4195de%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637503720569952931%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=sxAmUweLuXNE%2F59%2FV1ira6qOFtUpq4YClWZvKDNxBkA%3D&reserved=0
http://www.thegirlonabike.com/
mailto:chair@cardiffiam.co.uk
mailto:vicechair@cardiffiam.co.uk
mailto:chiefobserver@cardiffiam.co.uk
mailto:treasurer@cardiffiam.co.uk
mailto:secretary@cardiffiam.co.uk
mailto:membership@cardiffiam.co.uk
mailto:newsletter@cardiffiam.co.uk
mailto:events@cardiffiam.co.uk
http://www.cardiffiam.co.uk/
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From the Editor 

From time to time, the DVSA invites people to comment on proposed legislation or changes to the Highway 
Code.  One such was published on 1 March this year, inviting comment on proposals to update the Highway 
Code in order to improve safety on motorways and high-speed roads.  This includes details about the use of 
“smart motorways”.  If we feel that smart motorways are unsafe, I think we should say so, and this might be 
a good opportunity to do just that.  The link is given below.  PLEASE take a look at it and make your 
comments.  The consultation closes at midnight on 29 March 2021. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/review-of-the-highway-code-to-improve-safety-on 
motorways-and-high-speed-roads 

Well, over the last several months, IAM RoadSmart activity has been severely reduced.  However, early 
last year I was lucky enough to join a few “webinars” hosted by Northampton Advanced Motorists and 
presented by David Reeves, a retired computer consultant, qualified ADI, Observer Trainer for the 
Northampton group and JP.  They were most interesting and David has kindly forwarded access to his 
presentations to me which Cardiff IAM intends to use for forthcoming training sessions.  Chairman 
Jonathan will circulate details of how and when these presentations will be given in due course. 

On the subject of training, I should like to give another quote from Fougasse and McCullough’s 1936 book 
entitled, “You have been warned”, this time to do with driver training. 

“Once upon a time the process of taking the road was quite an adventure, and was preceded by 
complicated preliminaries.  Nowadays, of course, it is quite a commonplace, and similar to every other 
phase of our daily existence.  In other words one merely has to 

(a) Fill up forms and send them with the appropriate sum to the County Council. 
(b) Fill up forms and send them with the appropriate sum to the insurance company. 
(c) Fill up forms and send them with the appropriate sum to the Supervising Examiner (Driving Tests). 
(d) Fill up forms and send them with the appropriate sum to the County Council (Driving Licence). 

 
“For (a), (b) and (d) only the usual skill is necessary; (c), however, entails an examination as to your fitness 
to drive (unless you were born on the 1st April, 1934).  This examination would seem to offer certain 
difficulties – that is to say, you naturally cannot undergo an examination as to your skill in driving until 
you have had considerable experience in handling a car on the high road.  On the other hand, you equally 
naturally must not drive a car on the high road until you have been examined and declared to be a safe 
person to do so. 
 
“However, a compromise has been arrived at.  The learner-driver fixes a large “L” to his car, and, with this, 
he may push off into the traffic and bump along with impunity until finally he takes his rightful place in the 
stream. 
 
“The supply of “L” cars is the difficulty.  It is impractical to learn in one’s own car and pretty difficult to 
learn in anyone else’s.  The solution lies in the various Schools of Driving: and that is why, in practically 
every “L” car that you meet, you find two people.  One of them is calm, self-assured and perfectly 
confident of his ability to handle any situation.  The other is nervous, jumpy and scared stiff.  The latter, of 
course, is the instructor.”  (Bit like the Observer’s first run with a new Associate! – Ed.)  
 
Chairman Jonathan commented in his piece above that he was frustrated at the inconsiderateness of 
middle-lane hoggers on the motorway and was concerned at drivers wearing headphones whilst driving as it 
could reduce their ability to hear audible warnings outside the car.  I, too, have concerns at some of the 
antics of other drivers, particularly on motorways, and my pet hate is tail-gaters, particularly when I’m 
driving the MG, as it’s so small compared with other cars.  However, the greatest problem for me in the MG 
is when I’m approaching a lane-merge on the motorway.  If I dutifully pull out of the lane which is about to 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/review-of-the-highway-code-to-improve-safety-on-motorways-and-high-speed-roads
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/review-of-the-highway-code-to-improve-safety-on-motorways-and-high-speed-roads
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close into the adjacent one, I have to keep a very good lookout in my driver’s door mirror for large SUVs 
which continue at speed in the closing lane until the last moment, then cut into my lane just in front of me.  
Then they realise that traffic in front of them is moving much slower than they are and they have to brake 
hard to match their speed.  The problem is that they have modern, very efficient brakes and huge grippy 
tyres, which make their cars able to slow much more quickly than my MG with its drum brakes and narrow, 
vintage-design tyres.  As soon as I spot one of these cars approaching from behind, I open up a much bigger 
safety space in front of me to avoid being cut up and unable to avoid rear-ending the car which has cut me 
up.  Annoying!  Have any members got any pet hates on the road that they could share with us?  Please 
send them in to me at newsletter@cardiffiam.co.uk. 
 
As to the concern about drivers with headphones, I sometimes wonder about motor-cyclists who have on-
board music devices on their bikes and who have to use headphones inside their helmets to hear the music.  
Having once been a biker, myself, I know that the engine, exhaust and wind noise can be considerable on a 
bike, especially at speed.  Add music to that noise as well, and I imagine not much else could be heard 
around the rider.  Anyone want to comment on that?... Graham, perhaps?  

Letters to the Editor 

Following discussion in a recent online “Zoom” meeting, Bob Natton wrote to me giving details of an incident 
which he had experienced as a young driver, which highlights the very real need to drive according to your 
own senses and not be over-influenced by passengers’ advice, even when the passenger is a more 
experienced driver than you are.  In the flying world, this is known as “Cross-cockpit authority gradient”, 
where a senior or more experienced pilot makes a mistake or instructs a junior pilot to carry out an action 
which the junior pilot knows to be wrong or unsafe.  (The Staines, BEA Trident accident to “Papa India” was 
reported to be a case in point, where the very senior captain caused the aircraft to stall, but it was suggested 
that the co-pilot was too afraid to say anything for fear of being rounded on by his captain.  Google it for 
more information, if you wish!)  And yes, I’ve experienced it twice whilst flying! 
 
Anyway, back to Bob’s account, and I’ll let him take up the story: 
 

“I'm talking about the mid 1960s when I was spending a week with 

my Father, just south of Newbury.  He owned a 3.4 automatic 

Jaguar saloon and on this day he decided to go to the south coast.  

I was to drive, with my Father in the front passenger seat and 

three young passengers in the back.  It was a lovely sunny day with 

good driving conditions.  The straight road in question reached out 

in front of us for some distance. We caught up with three cars, 

obviously travelling in convoy at about 50mph.  Dad leant over 

towards me, looked up the road and said, "Put your foot down 

Robert and go past".  I had noticed undulations in the road ahead, 

so was not going to overtake.  I saw a glint of sun on glass or metal go into the dip, so it seemed a car, 

travelling towards us, had just disappeared from sight.  "Kick down Robert and pass these cars", came Dad's 

voice - I declined, explaining my reason for holding back, and with that a white sports car came out of the dip 

and shot past us at a very fast speed.  Had I moved out to pass the vehicles in front there would have been a 

head-on impact of well over 100mph.  Not a lot was said in the car for quite a while!  (No kidding! – Ed.)  

Observation, Hazards, Anticipation.  These are some of the important aspects for good driving.” 

Thank you for that, Bob. 

 

ABOVE: Bob with his Dad’s 3.4 Jaguar  
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Early Experiences of a “Virgin” Electric Vehicle Owner 

By Barri Williams 
 

As I start to write this article, it is exactly one month since I picked up my new car… mid-
December 2020.  I should explain that I was perfectly happy with my petrol-powered VW 
T-Roc, but I have a daughter-in-law who works for VW Sales and she rather excitedly called 
at my house one night after work with her new company demonstrator, a VW ID3 fully 
electric car.  I’d read reports of them but never seen one in the flesh, or indeed, sat in or 
driven one. 
After a 15 minute test drive, I was very impressed with the refinement, smoothness, 
comfort and as much technology as I could shake a stick at.  However, at this early stage, I 
was not an electric vehicle (EV), or battery electric vehicle (BEV) convert as I did not think 

the infrastructure for public charging points was in place. 
 
Nevertheless, I was able to arrange a 24 hour test drive of the car and after picking it up from Port Talbot, it 
meant a decent drive home on motorways, A and B roads.  Wow!  I more or less decided there and then to 
buy one, so my daughter-in-law very kindly arranged collection on 18th December as an early Christmas 
present. 
 

Smiles all round on delivery day of my “VW ID3 
Family Pro plus” model, and as we took our 
grandchildren with us, they had all the technology 
explained to them.  My grandson (12) was hugely 
impressed with the heated seats and wireless 
mobile phone charging.  My granddaughter (4), on 
the other hand, was over the moon that she could 
tell the car to open the panoramic sunroof blind by 
saying, “Hey ID, show me the stars” (voice control) 
and also change the background colours on the 
dashboard and door handles. 
 
I was impressed with the whole drive system: 
keyless entry and go, approach the car (with key in 
pocket) and it unlocks itself, sit on the driver’s seat 

and press brake pedal and the system turns on!  Select drive and press the accelerator pedal and away I go.  
There are 2 forward “gears”, drive (D) and (B).  The B, as I understand it, is for urban driving when the vehicle 
recuperates the energy of the braking system and regenerates it back into the battery.  When going over 
Caerphilly mountain recently, and on the downhill stretch, about 4-5 miles, I noted that my range increased 
by 5 miles.  This drive mode also assists with braking, as, when you take your foot off the accelerator, it 
starts the braking process for you.  If your observation and speed is spot on, then actual braking using the 
brake pedal is not required and you can come to a safe stop and still be able to see “tyres on tarmac” in front 
of you.  Additionally, there is an auto hold facility with the brakes so that you will not roll away until pressing 
the accelerator pedal again.  Reverse is a simple selection of the R on the gear selector and with all round 
sensors and a reversing camera, it makes parking so very easy, even for me! 
 
The smoothness and refinement of the drive is incredibly satisfying with the extra bonus of instant torque 
(310Nm) from any speed as it’s a single speed motor (rear wheel drive) and full power is available whenever 
required (210 bhp) so putting your foot down is “electrifying” (excuse the pun!).  However, due to the 
refined and quiet way the car drives, I prefer to just waft along and fully enjoy the experience without the 
stress of being in competition with other drivers.   I certainly find it is a calmer drive than any other vehicle I 
have ever owned. 

ABOVE: Barri on (socially distanced hand-over day 



 

 6 

 
The interior is slightly futuristic, in as much as you do not have a conventional dashboard, but simply a 
smaller digital dash in front of the steering wheel with a digital speed readout and also road sign recognition, 
easily picking up changes of speed limit signs (although in theory, I should never be caught speeding!). 
  
To the middle of the dash is a 10.5” digital display which controls all of the vehicle’s remaining systems, such 
as “Smart” air-con, DAB radio, Sat-Nav and a myriad of driver assistance aids like adaptive cruise control, 
lane-keeping assist, pedestrian / cyclist detection, matrix headlights which corner with the car and are anti-
dazzle, even on full beam. 
 

My main reservation with buying an EV was, as mentioned earlier, the availability of public charging systems.  

I’m sure many of you are aware, EVs require an electrical recharge to the battery (very much like a mobile 

phone) so I had to find out where all the public chargers were within my locality. 

Incidentally, there are 3 systems of charging: Home Charging, Public Charging (12,000+ chargers listed and 
rising) and Workplace Charging.  The latter, I cannot comment on as I’ve been retired from the workplace for 
a while, but I understand that more and more employers are supplying chargers within their parking areas. 

Home charging, at the time of writing, is still to be experienced.  However, there appears to be 3 different 
power outputs to the public charging system.  A lower rate 7 kW fast charger (free to use at my local Tesco), 
50 kW rapid chargers and 120 kW Tesla-type super chargers, which are starting to become available for 
other makes to use. 

The rapid chargers are the common type found at motorway service areas and also some supermarkets 
(Morrison’s Caerphilly, for example).  These require payment although will recharge the battery to a full-ish 
80% charge in 60-90 minutes, at a cost of approximately £10-£15.  
Expensive, but comparable to the cost of filling up with petrol / diesel 
at a motorway service station.  The Tesco free-to-use chargers will 
recharge by about 30 miles per hour of connection… so a fair bit of 
shopping / coffee needed! 

There are mobile phone apps, such as “Zap-Map”, which are free to 
use and give locations of all types of chargers throughout the UK.        
RIGHT: Surprising how many public charging places there are in the 
Cardiff area                                       

ABOVE AND LEFT: 

A selection of dash 

instrumentation 

and controls 
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It also informs you of what type of chargers are available and if in working order (some outages can be 
expected) and how much they cost to use.  In addition, it can be found that petrol / diesel cars will park 
within these charging bays as there seem to be very few traffic controls protecting each bay.  If this occurs, 
you will be “ICEed”, meaning the bay has been taken by an Internal Combustion Engined car!  Each user can 
leave a message if a successful charge was made or if any problems occurred.  It’s an invaluable app for 
travelling around and I have never been too far from a compatible charger at any time. 

VW also have a dedicated ID3 app, which connects to the vehicle, so I can see where it is parked, mileage / 
range remaining and, most usefully, it is able to pre-heat the car on a cold morning and also de-ice whilst I’m 
still having a cup of tea in the house. 

I have had a home charger fitted and I’m lucky 
enough to have off-road parking (private drive), 
so the 7 kW charger was installed to a side wall 
and I am able to charge the car overnight.  The 
two benefits of home charging are a full battery 
the next morning and also charging the during 
the wee small hours of the morning when 
electricity costs are at their minimum.  My app 
will eventually programme the charge to start 
and stop at times set by me in order to utilize 
these lower cost electricity rates.  I could also 
offer this charger open to the public, like renting 
out your driveway, if I wanted to, and also make 

a little money on the charging rates, but I don’t intend to do this as I live slightly off the main driving routes 
between major destinations. 

Compared with the rapid chargers at motorways / supermarkets, the cost of charging at home is significantly 
lower and an estimate would be approximately 2p per mile.  My petrol-powered T-Roc was costing about 
12p per mile.  If you do not have a suitable wall on which to install a home charger, you can connect your car 
via a “Granny charger”, which is a basic lead with a 3 pin plug to connect to any socket in the home.  This is 
the slowest type of charger and would take around 20 hours to fully charge an EV and is not recommended 
by any manufacturer for continuous use. 

Incidentally, the stated range of my car, which has a 58 kW battery is 260 miles under the WLTP system, 
although this would be approximately 20% less in real world driving conditions.  This is no different from 
manufacturers’ ambitious claims for petrol and diesel cars!  

I often wondered, when seeing cars being charged, about vandalism or theft of the charging lead.  The leads 
are very heavy duty and when connected to the vehicle and charging, are controlled by the car’s central-
locking system and cannot be removed without the car being unlocked; a good safety system, for sure.  
When away from the car for shopping, etc. the ID3 app will continue to let me know the charge rate and 
how much time is left on the charge. 

In conclusion, I hope I have given you a beginner’s guide to the ownership of a new EV and I apologize in 
advance if I have got any facts incorrect.  I know there are one or two EV / Hybrid / Plug-in Hybrid and PHEV 
owners among our membership and any corrections and / or hints would be greatly appreciated. 
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Meet the Committee (continued) 
 
So far, I have introduced three members of the group’s committee, Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretary.  
This issue we shall meet the group Chief Observer, Steve Brennan.  In discussing the biography with Steve, it 
became apparent that he is not one to hog the limelight, so photos of him or his cars are scarce.  However, 
let’s see who he is… 
 

Chief Observer, Steve Brennan 

Steve grew up in South Wales but his family were originally 

from Waterford.  He went to the University of Sussex and 

studied Electronics & Computing but he claims to be a 

perpetual student and so he’s also studied at the University of 

Wales and the Open University.  He has worked in many roles 

including Communications Engineer, Area Manager for a 

computer manufacturer, Chief Systems Analyst, Senior 

Business Analyst, Project Manager and Telephony Manager 

and he says he has lived and worked in a number of locations 

throughout the UK. 

He has owned many cars, ranging from his first car, which was 

a 1966 Austin 1100, obtained during his student days, to an 

MGC Roadster, 5 BMW 3 series, 8 BMW 5 series, 2 BMW 7 

series, Jaguar XJ6 4.2 litre, 3 Range Rovers, 1 Discovery, 1 

Freelander and a sprinkling of Volvo and Mercedes together with various company cars.  His current cars are 

an automatic BMW 330i M Sport Touring, a manual Freelander 2 litre TDI and a Mk 1 VW Polo Genesis. 

There is an interesting story about the disposal of his MGC (pictured), which was a car he obviously enjoyed 

owning.  I’ll let Steve tell the story: 

“The MGC was a great car, so much character 

and it was in pretty good condition when I had 

it.  I didn’t actually plan to sell it.  My first wife 

had a meeting in London and called into the local 

tyre place to have a new tyre fitted before the 

journey.  In those days the wire wheels were 

balanced on the car using a machine that spun 

the wheels, but on that day the machine was 

broken.  Following the trip to London with a 

misbalanced wheel and the vibrating steering 

wheel she called into the BMW dealership on the 

way back and part exchanged it for a BMW… not 

sure if I ever forgave her!  I reminded her how 

pleased I was when we were all together last year for Christmas lunch.”  (I don’t think my wife 

would survive if she ever tried to sell my MG! – Ed.) 

ABOVE: Steve’s MGC roadster, which was 

blue when he owned it but subsequently 

resprayed British Racing Green 
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By 1984, Steve was driving around 40,000 business miles a year and felt that any serious defects in his 

driving could potentially have serious consequences, so he took his advanced driving test.  He became an 

Observer a little later but then took a fairly long break due to work and family commitments.  He rejoined 

the Cardiff Group around 3 years ago and re-qualified as a local observer.  Subsequently, he qualified as a 

National Observer and became the Chief Observer for the group. 

This role mainly involves allocating new associates to an observer and providing monthly updates on 

progress to the observer team and committee.  Training and development of observers, arranging the 

group’s annual ‘Meet the Examiners’ event, liaising with our Area Service Delivery Manager on matters 

relating to observers and assessments are all part of his role. 

Amongst his other interests, he includes being actively involved with Rotary, for whom he is the District 

Secretary in Southern Wales, which covers the major geographical area of Wales, and he’s secretary of 

Cardiff West Rotary Club.  He is very interested in traditional Irish and English music, and when time permits, 

he likes to restore German long case clocks and is also involved in repair and restoration of Bang & Olufsen 

systems. 

Photos of Your Cars 

Most of us are car enthusiasts, otherwise, we probably wouldn’t have bothered to take our 
advanced driving tests.  And I’m equally sure you all have, or have had cars of which you were 
particularly fond.  So, PLEASE send in photos of your favourite cars you have owned, with a few 
sentences about why you liked them so much and anything you didn’t like about them.  I’d like to 
make this a regular feature of future Newsletters, so if I have a good response from you, please 
don’t be offended if your car is not in the next issue.  It will be in one of the following ones. 

But a request… please ensure that the photos you send are good quality and high definition. 

And Finally… 

And that’s how the fight started… 

One year, I decided to buy my mother-in-law a cemetery plot as a Christmas gift.   
The next year, I didn’t buy her a gift.  When she asked me why, I replied, 
“Well, you still haven’t used the gift I bought you last year!” 
 
And that’s how the fight started… 
 
My wife sat down next to me as I was flipping channels.   
She asked, “What’s on TV?” 
I said, “Dust.” 
 
And then the fight started… 
 
My wife was hinting about what she wanted for our upcoming anniversary.   
She said, “I want something shiny that goes from 0 to 165 in about 2 seconds.” 
I bought her a bathroom scales. 
 
And then the fight started… 
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When our lawnmower broke and wouldn’t run, my wife kept hinting to me that I should get it fixed.  But, 
somehow I always had something else to take care of first; the shed, the boat, making beer.  There was 
always something more important to me.  Finally, she thought of a clever way to make her point. 
When I arrived home one day, I found her seated in the tall grass, busily snipping away with a tiny pair of 
sewing scissors.  I watched silently for a short time and then went into the house.  I was gone only a 
minute, and when I came out again I handed her a toothbrush.   
I said, “When you finish cutting the grass, you might as well sweep the drive.” 
 
The doctors say I will walk again, but I will always have a limp… 
 
My wife was standing naked, looking at herself in the bedroom mirror.  She was obviously not happy with 
what she saw. 
“I feel horrible; I look old, fat and ugly.  I really need you to pay me a compliment.” 
I replied, “Your eyesight’s damn near perfect.” 
 
And then the fight started… 
 
I rear-ended a car this morning; the start of a REALLY bad day.  
The driver got out of the other car, and he was a DWARF! 
He looked up at me and said, “I am NOT HAPPY!” 
So I said, “Well, which one ARE you then?” 
 
And that’s how the fight started… 
 
Some definitions now: 
 
Careful Driver… One who has just spotted the police speed trap. 
 
Collision… When two motorists go after the same pedestrian. 

Horsepower… Something that was much safer when only horses had it. 

Motorist… Someone who keeps pedestrians in good running order. 

Nanosecond… The time between the lights changing and the driver behind you honking his horn. 

Pedestrian… Someone who was certain there was petrol in the tank, even though the gauge registered 
empty. 

Police Helicopter… A whirlybird that catches the worm. 

Road Map… Something that tells a motorist everything he wants to know – except how to fold it up again. 

Enjoy! 
 
Remember: Regular naps prevent old age, especially if you take them while driving… 

UNTIL THE NEXT TIME… 


